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The Renaissance of Arevaberd Cinema

By Jack Medzorian

BERD, Armenia — Arevaberd, a recently
renovated cinema, has been reopened in the
center o the remote town of Berd, in the
Tavsh region of Armenia, 186 kilometers
northeast of Yerevan on the Azerbaijani bor-
der, thanks to benefactor Vikior Hayrapetian.
Standing empty during the postSoviet peri-
od, the cinema now boasts not only a modern
interior but also the most advanced cinema
equipment

In addition to traditional cinema,
Arevaberd is also a satelte TV theatre. The
two T:satelte dishes installed o the build-
ing have Eutelsat and Hot Bird steltes pro-
viding more than 120 channels in English or
Russian. Broadcasts are from Tokyo, Befing.

e

RPEBREDY,

Arevaberd Cinema

Paris, London, Berlin, New York and other
major cties, making it possible to watch
news, fiction, documentary, history, cif, chil-
dren's programming, sports and musical
channels.

Those attending can watch programs in
two hall, one seating 100 and the other 400.
Both halls have HD resolution pictures and
DOLBY digital 5.1 sound, for the maximum
visual and sound effcts. The 100seat hall, a
bomb shelter during Sovie times, has been
added in the remodeling of the cinema.

‘The lobby/reception hall of the cinema has.
been renovated into an attractive, modem
café seating 60 people, where visitors can
enjoy conversations while being entertained
and having refreshments. Vistors can also

view the large TV screen in the lobby café,
which shows the same TV programs in Blu
Ray quality. The lobby also features an
Internet club. Displayed on the corridor walls
of the cinema hall are pictures of famous,
worldrenowned film directors - Stanley
Kubrik, Michelangelo Antonioni, Sergey
Paradjanov, Arthur Peleshyan and artsts Al
Pacino and Mher Miatchyan. On the back-
ground of these portrais are tites of three
movies of these masters to bring attention to
their masterpieces.

Berd, vith a current population of 8,000,
was once a thriving industrial/agricultural
town of 13,000 during Soviet times. It had
several manufacturing facilties including 2
military micro<hip electronics factory that
employed 3,000 workers, canning factory, toy.
factory, cognac sprits and wine/champagne.
plant and produced 3 percent of the tobacco,
for the entire Soviet Union.

Since independence and the war with
Azerbaijan the above actvities collapsed and
another problem arose. Now Berd, with 16 vil-
lages must defend its 186kilometer border,
representing 30 percent of Armenia’s border
with Agerbajan. Under these difficult condi-
tions and with 80 percent unemployment a
portion of the population has moved, mostly
o Russia,to earn money to send back home.
Some roads between villages are alongside
the Azeri border. To defend against Azeri mil-
itary incursions and sniper attacks that delib-
erately target and kill innocent civilians on
such roads,local civlians have built an artfi
cial wall of soi three meters high. A few vil-
lagies under the sight of Azeri's are in a more:
vulnerable situation and even funerals are
being held at night time for security reasons.

Trying to make lfe more interesting and tol
exable, o uplft the spirit of the folks in the
Berd region who are far removed from world
and even Armenian events, Hayrapetian decid
ed to undertake the Arevaberd cinema project.
His idea is to connect the population via
Satelie cinema ith the world's dynamic and
actve social, politcal and cultural lfe giving.
them a global image of rt, scence, sports and.
the latest developments of human ntellct In
2010 Hayrapetian completed the reconstruc-
tion, equipping and furnishing of Arevaberd
Cinema. A US resident, heis a Berd native, and

The larger theoter ofthe Arevoberd cinema sects 400,

a cinema engineer by profssion.
For the past 20 years, community actvist,
vocalist and song styit Eva Medzorian of
Winchester, Mass has traveled with her hus-
band, Jack o Berd annually deivering aid to
middle schools, kindergartens, high schools
and colleges in Berd, and medical aid to the
polycinic through Cambridge Yerevan Sister
ity Association sponsors, prominent among.
which are Edvard and Lucy Shooshanian.
Being faniliar with the problems of the com-
munity and secing the attractive Arevaberd
cinema Eva Medzorian decided o presnt for
the Berd population a rae concert comme-
oraing the opening of the cinema. The con-
cert, accomparied by Yerevan musicans, was.
presented on September 12, 2010 in two
parts — Armenian folk songs and American
blues — and was a huge success. It was the
fist time in 25 years that the cinema vas
totalyfll The audience sang along with Eva
Medzorian and there were smiling. happy
faces in the lobby cafe bar aftr the concert.
Armenia’ Prime Minister Tigran Sargisian
viewed the concert on the Armenia #1 TV.
channel, was s0 impressed by the Arevaberd
inema and the enthusiasm of the audience,

that he asked that the Golden Apricot Film
Festival be held at Arevaberd. On September
29 and 30, 2010, the Festival was held at
Averaberd. Film directors, actors, and cine-
matographers from Yerevan opened the festi-
val, blessed by Archbishop Torkom
‘Manoogian of Tavush province.

On the frst ay of the festival, Armenia-pro-
duced films were shown, the best of which
was Suren Babayan's “Don’t Break the
Mirtor” On the second day there were films
of Diaspora cinematographers, featuring “The
Book of Eii" a film about the struggle for
futh  codirected by African-
American/Armenian_brothers, Allen and
Albert Hughes (their mother is Armenian).
After viewing this film, Manoogian was so
impressed that he obtained permission from
Viktor to use the cinema hall where this film
was shown to conduct church services and
Badarak, pending construction of a new
church in Berd. The new Arevaberd has thus
become a house of culture, education and
faith according to its slogan: “Arevaberd, The
Universe i in Your Dish.”

For more information, visit wwwarevab-
erdam.





